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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 
AND OFFICE ACTION OF FEBRUARY 23, 2006 

Sir/Madam: 

In response to the Office Action (Restriction Requirement) 
of February 23, 2006, in the above- identified patent 
application, Applicant's provisionally elect the claimed 
invention of Group I (the embodiment of Fig. 4) , with traverse 
and request that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the 
restriction requirement for the reasons set forth below. Claims 
1-9 and 11 read on the embodiment of Fig. 4. 



With this election, Applicant understands that upon the 
allowance of a generic claim, Applicant will be entitled to 
consideration of claims to additional species which are written 
in dependent form or otherwise include all of the limitations of 
an allowed generic claim. In the event that the Restriction 
Requirement ' is not withdrawn, Applicants reserve the right to 
pursue the non-elected claims (claim 10) in a later application. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the subject matter of 
all of the claims is sufficiently related to allow for 
examination of all of the claims together. At the very least, 
it would seem that restriction as between the embodiment of Fig. 
9 and the embodiment of Fig. 10 is unnecessary in that both 
Figs. 9 and 10 show the claimed needle protector with a cap, as 
recited in Claim 10 the only claim that would not read on the 
embodiment of Fig. 4. Applicant submits that the otherwise 
common subject matter of the claims warrants examining all of 
the claims together. In fact, v it seems that a single 
examination would be more economical and certainly would not 
create any serious burden on the Patent Office. 
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